MARCH 2026

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
John Spurgeon (Lion Mary Ann)
1035 W. Walnut Street
Brownstown, IN 47220-1724
Cell: (812) 498-0342
john@jcia40.net

Hello Lions,

We are STILL LOOKING FOR GOOQOD LIONS to help us SERVE our communities. | have
several NEW MEMBER PACKETS.

It is that time of year SPRING HAS SPRUNG!! Get information about your Spring fund
raisers into the Lions Newsletter so surrounding Lions know where we can engage and help,
participate and enjoy activities of other clubs.

The District 25-E "Meet the INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR" (Lion Chris Carlone) dinner is March
20th, and the District Convention Meeting is March 21 at Bedford First Baptist Church, with
lunch.

Clubs need to get your 26-27 officers, with their information, into the portal before April 10.

April 4th is Salem Lions celebrating 100 years as Lions.

May 1-3 Indiana Lions State Convention in Plainfield.

Come SERVE with us.

Lion John Wm. Spurgeon District Governor 25 E
812-498-0342
John@jcia40.net

School for the Blind and Visually Impaired Construction information.
For those who are interested in the progress of the construction on campus, please visit the following:

collegeavenuecolocation.com
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March 20, 2026

Friday Night International Director Chris Carlone Welcome Dinner

Friday Night Meet the International Director Dinner will be held in the lower-level conference
room at the Hampton Inn. The meal will consist of smothered pork chops, fried chicken, green
beans, salad, mashed potatoes, and a cheesecake variety bar. The cost for Friday night’s meal
will be $25.00 per person.

Dinner will be followed by a reception in the lower-level conference room at the Hampton Inn.
The District will provide some snacks and drinks. A Question-and-Answer session will be held
with both ID Chris and his wife Suzanne with games afterward.

March 21, 2026

Saturday Lunch will be Chicken Casserole, Polynesian meatballs, Mixed Vegetables, Lettuce
Salad, Dinner Rolls, Chocolate Cake, Apple Crisp, Banana Pudding, Tea, and Lemonade. The cost
will be $20.00 per person.

Person 1 Name

First Last Title
Person 2 Name

First Last Title
Address

Street City State Zip
Club: Attending: In-Person or Virtually (Circle One)
Phone: Email:
Friday Evening “Meet the ID” Dinner # Attending: x$25
Saturday Lunch # Attending: x$20

Total Enclosed S

Special Dietary Needs:

Make checks payable to: District 25E Lions and mail to Cabinet Treasurer Debbie Ellis, 8262
Center Road, Sullivan, IN 47882. For questions call DG John Spurgeon at (812) 498-0342 or CT
Debbie Ellis at (812) 798-2096.

For those attending virtually, a link will be provided to the email listed above.



1st VICE

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Brad Nolan (Lion Christy Nolan)
6875 S. County Road 700 E
Crothersville, IN 47229

Cell: (812) 569-1886
brad@bcelectric.info

March VDG Rally Message
March is go-time.

We are entering the stretch of the year where energy matters, participation matters, and leadership
matters. This is not the slow season — this is the momentum season.

Let’s talk dates. Mark them. Share them. Show up.

District Convention — March 20-21
This is our moment. We celebrate accomplishments. We elect leadership. We shape the future of District
25-E. Every club needs representation. Every Lion’s voice matters. Let’s show up strong.

State Convention — May 1-3

This is where we connect beyond our district and see the bigger picture of what Lions Clubs International
truly accomplishes.

Bring your energy. Bring your ideas. Bring your pride in what we do.

It’s Time to Elect Club Officers
Leadership transitions don’t happen by accident — they happen with intention. Now is the time to elect

your new club officers and prepare them for success.

Zoom Officer Training
On May 13th and June 15th the district will hold zoom officer training session. Details to follow.

In-Person Officer Training
On May 16th, 21st, and June 27 the district will hold in person officer training. Locations and details to fol-
low.

Strong leaders build strong clubs. Strong clubs build strong communities.

District Picnic — June 20
Mark it down. Fellowship matters. Fun matters. Connection matters.

(Continued on next page)



A Personal Commitment

I am working through my District Governor training right now — preparing, learning, sharpening —
because District 25-E deserves energy and direction.

And here’s something | would truly love to see:
More Lions at our district meetings.

When attendance grows, ideas grow.
When participation grows, momentum grows.
When energy grows, impact grows.

| promise you this — when you show up, | will work to keep you informed, engaged, and yes... entertained.
District meetings should not feel routine. They should feel worthwhile.

Fueled by Fun. Driven by Service.

Service should energize us — not exhaust us.
Like a race car, we move forward with purpose and momentum.
Like an archer, we focus on our target and aim with intention.

This year we will:

e Serve with enthusiasm

e Lead with clarity

e Strengthen fellowship through fun

e Remember that joy fuels sustainability

When we enjoy what we do, others want to join us.

District 25-E — let’s aim high, move boldly, and be
driven by service.

The throttle is down.
The target is set.
Let’s move.

In Service,

VDG Brad Notan

Right: 25 year Ramsey member Shirley Wiseheart
receives her chevron from President Wendell Kelley.



2nd VICE

DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Eddie McKim

112 S. Waggoner Street
Sandborn, IN 47578
Cell: 812-690-0033
emckim@gmail.com

How to Choose the Right Al Chatbot for Your Lions Club

Artificial Intelligence (Al) can save Lions leaders time each month by helping with different Club tasks but
with so many Al options available, how do you choose the right one?

Al chatbots can help your club:

o Draft newsletters and press releases

e Create recruitment emails and membership surveys

e Build flyers and social media posts

e Organize service project plans

e Summarize meeting notes

e Generate fundraising ideas

¢ Answer frequently asked member questions

For busy Club officers—President, Secretary, Membership Chair, Zone Chair—Al can become a reliable
administrative assistant.

Start with your Club’s needs.

If you mainly want help writing newsletters, speeches, and promotional materials, ChatGPT is a strong all-
around choice. If your officers work primarily in Word, Excel, and Outlook, Microsoft Copilot integrates
directly into those tools. Clubs using Gmail and Google Docs may prefer Google Gemini for its built-in col-
laboration features.

Lion Al at www.lionsclubs.org also provides Lions a quick, personalized assistance and streamlined access
to what you need, and it starts with Ellie, an Al assistant for all things Lions International. Whether you
have a question about a program, need to find a specific resource or just want a recommendation, Ellie is
there to help Lions. Keep in mind that Ellie is still learning, and work continues to make it even better over
time so it can create an even better experience for you.

Most platforms offer free versions to get started, with paid plans typically costing around $20-530 per
month. For many Clubs, even one shared subscription can significantly reduce administrative workload.

A few important reminders:

e Do not enter sensitive member or financial information.

e Use Al for drafting and planning — not record storage.

e Start small and expand as your officers grow more comfortable.

Al won’t replace leadership, service, or the heart of a Lion but it can free up time so we can focus on what
matters most: serving our communities and growing our Clubs.

In Lionism,
Eddie McKim
SVDG, District 25E



On February 21st at the Beechwood Christian Church
in French Lick, the District held a leadership
workshop. A quarter of the clubs was represented
and both of the Vice District Governors instructing.
The district’s future looks bright with these new
instructors being added to the slate of instructors as
well as their leadership in the coming years!

If you did not make the event, Sorry, you missed a
fun filled and educational day. Try to make the one
next year in February!

Right Above: 2VDG Eddie McKim as he was
presenting about “Leadership Styles”.

Right Below: 1VDG Brad Nolan as he was presenting
“Marketing your Club!”.

Left: VDG Eddie McKim presented Sullivan County
Lions President John Delph with a Club Excellence
patch for the club banner.












WE NEED YOU!

Here's a chance to give yourself a little time away and
HELP CHILDREN WITH CANCER.

This years Indiana State Convention Auction 2026 will
have Baked Goods, probably Baskets with your favorite
drinks, awesome items from everyone's homes and a
chance to DOUBLE YOUR DOLLAR!

The Walthers Cancer Foundation will be matching
every dollar you donate. The Donations from the
Indiana State Convention Auction will go to The Riley
Pediatric Cancer Research Hospital!!

So let's start with 3 incredible Get Away Properties...
ones a Condo in Georgia at St Simon Island, or 2
maybe you'd perfer a house on St Simons Island for a
larger group to enjoy ? Then the 3rd one is a beauty in
Michigan City, Indiana.

Check out the Posters, imagine yourselve away in one
of them and having a wonderful time perhaps with
family or friends. But remember your dollars will
double and HELP A CHILD!












Above: from the main strip in French Lick.

Lion Governor John 25E
Enjoying Wall art
throughout the district.

Left: A major mural of Red Skelton,
painted by artist Randy Hedden, is
located on the back wall of the stage
inside the Pantheon Theatre in
downtown Vincennes (301 Main St).
This large-scale mural, was
completed in 2023, celebrates Red
Skelton’s roots and his early career at
the historic theater.

Below: the back wall at the mother bears pizza on 3rd street in Bloomington, Indiana.



Hello Lions,

Please remember to contact Lion Ceal Schulz to add and remove names from
the Prayer List and the Fallen Lion list. Also please let Ceal know about the
memorial service or visitation. Ceal’s email address is
cealschulz@sbcglobal.net

Fallen Lions in February

Fallen Lion

Club

Years of Service

Lion William Pieper

Lions in need of Prayers

Lion Carol Murdock
PDG Charlie Crawford
PDG Don Russ

Lion Sue Boyles
Schoerle Kaiser

Sandborn Lions

Prayer List

Lion Marvin Mast
Lion Jim Springer
Lion Ben Davis

Lion David Boyles

10.7 Years of Service

Lion Jim Smith

Lion Bill Hinkle

Lion Nichole Harris
PDG Trea McCandless

JVew Lions in February

New Member

Club

Sponsor

James Thompson

Odon Lions

Ray Wadsworth

Clah Anneversanries en J;March

Bloomfield #9649
Boonville #9652
Ireland #9669
Petersburg #9709
Elberfeld #33524
Tell City #48257
Ramsey #49344

Medora Comm #101582

Chartered 03/09/1950
Chartered 03/09/1951
Chartered 03/17/1959
Chartered 03/03/1970
Chartered 03/21/1977
Chartered 03/14/1988
Chartered 03/29/1989
Chartered 03/27/2008



March 4
March 5
March 9
March 10
March 12
March 17
March 20-21
March 23
March 24
April 4
April 13
April 20
April 27
April 28
May 1-3
May 18
June 6
June 20
July 3-7

Dastrict Fvents and Calendar

Official Visit to Worthington

Official Visit to Winslow

Official Visit to Elizabeth Lions

Official Visit to Chandler Lions

Official Visit to Bloomfield Lions

Official Visit to Brown County Lions

District Convention at the Bedford 1st Baptist Church with ID Chris Carlone.
Official Visit to Lanesville Lions

Official Visit to Brownstown Lions

Salem Lions 100th Anniversary

Official Visit to Mount Olympus Lions

Official Visit to Elberfeld Lions

Official Visit to Medora Comm Lions

Official Visit to Canton Lions

State Convention at the Embassy Suites in Plainfield.
Official Visit to Fredericksburg Lions

Pre-Council Meeting in Indy

District Picnic/Meeting at Lincoln State Park, Lakeside Shelter
Lions International Convention in Hong Kong.

Happy Birthday!

Canton Lion Pauline Trueblood celebrated her

103rd Birthday on February 10th.

Lion Pauline is likely the oldest Lion in the district if

not, in the United States!

| know it would be belated, but if you personally, or
as a club, would like to send a card, here is the

information:
Pauline Trueblood
4104 Old State Road 56
Salem, IN 47167



Right: Browntown Lions and
community members Barb Bruce, Lion
Jaline Spurgeon, Dimples Cherry, Lion
Terry Fordice, and Lion Mary Ann
McMahan sort and count glasses.

Indiana Lions Day at the State House was held on February 2nd.

Right: From the State House Visit: Lion Laura Davis, Lion Diane
Hendricks, State Governor Mike Braun, Council Chair Rocky

Simpson

Left: From the State
House Visit: Lion
Ann Ninness, Lion
Laura Davis, Past
District Governor
Patty Cooke-Furlong

Left: From the State House Visit: Lion Laura Davis,
Lion Diane Hendricks, State Governor Mike Braun,
Vice District Governor Mike Careins, PCC Reed Fish

Below: From the State House Visit: Vice District Governor Mike
Careins, Lion Diane Hendricks, Council Chair Rocky Simpson,
Past Council Chair Julia Kozicki, Lion Laura Davis



LAWRENCE COUNTY LIONS CLUBS REACH NEW MILESTONE RECYCLING
OVER 96,000 EYEGLASSES AND 1,790 HEARING AIDS

Across our country eyeglass and hearing aid wearers have millions of old unwanted eyeglasses and hearing
aids stashed throughout their homes in drawers. Simply donating these old specs and aids to a local Lions
Club can become a very special way of recycling and at the same time greatly change the quality of life for a
needy person. These used eyeglasses are repaired and distributed at no cost by the Lions Club Collection
Centers (eyeglasses) to help underprivileged people in need in many developing countries and Lions Club
Loaner Program(hearing aids) for repair and distribution to needy people living in Indiana.

The Bedford Lions Club started this collection project in 1980 and has collected a total of 73,396 pairs of
eyeglasses and 971 hearing aids with all the other Lions Clubs in Lawrence County joining to help in the
recycle effort. The Bedford Noon Lions Club started in 2002 and has collected a total of 13,706 pairs of
eyeglasses and 689 hearing aids. The Mitchell Lions Club started in 2006 and has collected a total of 6,718
pairs of eyeglasses and 78 hearing aids, and the Fayetteville Community Lions Club started in 2010 and has
collected a total of 2,950 pairs of eyeglasses and 59 hearing aids.

The Lions Clubs would like to thank all the businesses, churches, eye doctors, libraries, and organizations for
their support of our ongoing collection project. The Lions could not have had such a successful project
without their cooperation in placing the collection boxes at their locations for the community to drop off
their used eyeglasses and used hearing aids. We would also like to thank all of the people who donated these
eyeglasses or hearing aids to support this recycle program and help many people with vision or hearing
problems improve the quality of their lives. There are now over 30 locations in the Lawrence County area
where used eyeglasses and hearing aids can be dropped off so please find one or just give them to any Lion
you know and help the Lions help people in need.

Below: Lion Jim Fisher with recycled eyeglasses and hearing aids collected from boxes at these varies
locations around our county loaded into the back of Lion Jan Allen’s car headed to a Lions district meeting .
These eyeglasses and hearing aids will be going to the Indiana Lions State Office Building in Indianapolis for
recycling distribution to people in need.



Harrison County Lions Clubs Volunteer with Love the Hungry

By Deborah D. Thornton, Ramsey Lions Club member

On Saturday, February 21 over one hundred volunteers gathered at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and School in
Lanesville to package nutrient-rich meals through Love the Hungry, a non-profit based in Louisville which works to end
hunger worldwide. Members of several Harrison County Lions International Clubs were a part of that effort, providing
fourteen volunteers from the Corydon, Lanesville, and Ramsey clubs. It was a productive day as over one hundred boxes
of meals were packaged in less than two hours.

St. John’s Church has hosted many of these events over the years, as representatives from Love the Hungry presented
church members with an award showing that a total of over 200,000 meals have been prepared during their volunteer
events.

Love the Hungry, started in 2012, is a faith-based group working to provide nutritious meals to those in need. The
volunteer packaged meals feature the Nutri-Plenty packet, a blend of twenty-one vitamins and minerals designed to
address malnutrition in children. The packages also contain dry-vegetable and soy protein mixes. When used the only
thing which needs to be added is boiling water. The meals are shipped not only to developing countries such as Kenya
and Jamaica, but meals were sent to eastern Tennessee following hurricane Helene in 2024. Each year at least ten
percent of packaged meals are provided in the Kentuckiana area.

Lanesville Lions Club Treasurer Sarah Whitely said, “It was so much fun joining forces with St. John’s Church to help Love
the Hungry provide meals for those far away. The work we did will provide over 21,000 meals to children in need in
Kenya. We were happy to be contacted about this opportunity to volunteer!” Edgar Thornton, a member of the Ramsey
Club added, “It was great to see such enthusiasm, especially as the Lions motto is, “We Serve!”

There are several Lions Clubs in Harrison County in addition to the Lanesville, Corydon, and Ramsey clubs. It is the
world’s largest service club organization with over 1.4 million members worldwide. Local clubs volunteer with vision
care, speech, and hearing screening projects, mental health, hunger and disaster relief, and seeing eye dog efforts.

Most of their efforts specifically benefit Harrison County, such as supporting the Harrison County Community Service
organization, and offering post-secondary education scholarships to local high school graduates.

Contact the District 25E governor John Suprgeon at john@jcia.net, or any local Lions Club member for more
information.

Below Left: Deborah Thorton from Ramsey Lions at the FTH Event.
Below Right: All Lions Volunteers at “Love the Hungry” Event






Hoosier Lion Clarifications and Corrections

Hello Lions,

By now, most of you have received the February Hoosier Lion. | would like to take a moment to clarify the 3™ paragraph in the
Council Chair’s article.

The event at the Clermont Lions after the MidWinter Conference was not part of the MidWinter and was not planned by
MidWinter Conference. This was a separate event, a Lions Clubs International Foundation fundraiser and was planned and orga-
nized by Past Council Chair Sue Topf from the Clermont Lions. | agree that the MidWinter Committee did a great job and deserves
the Kudos! But PCC Sue Topf also deserves Kudos for the LCIF fundraiser event. It was a really fun event and an excellent meal!
Thank you Sue!

Also, on the lower right side page 5 of the Hoosier Lion, The district convention is listed with the wrong location. The Convention
will be held at the Bedford First Baptist Church on 1515 20th Street, Bedford, IN 47421.

PCC Keith Thomas



